In the Claims: 

1 . (original) A miniature rheonieter for analyzing a small quantity sample, 
comprising: 

a first plate and a second plate, forming a pair of plates having a known 
geometry for confining the sample between the plates, said sample having a volume 
of 200 microliters or less; 

an adjusting device for adjusting the separation of the plates; 

an actuating element mechanically coupled to the first plate, which produces 
a shear strain within the sample by generating a defined small scale relative motion 
of the first and second plates; 

a sensing element which outputs a position signal indicative for a 
displacement of at least one of the first and second plates; and 

a feedback circuit for providing force rebalance of the force applied to the 
sample by the small scale relative motion of the first and second plates on the basis 
of the position signal, 

wherein an amount of force rebalance is a measure for the shear stress within 
the sample. 

Claims 2-77: Cancelled 

REMARKS 

Please cancel claims 2-77 before examination of this application Should the 
Examiner have any questions or wish to further discuss this application, Applicants 
request that the Examiner contact the undersigned ^t .(248) 593-9900. If for some 
reason Applicant has not requested a sufficient extension and/or have not paid a 
sufficient fee for this preliminary amendment and/or for the extension necessary to 
prevent the abandonment of this application, please consider this as a request for an 
extension for the required time period and/or authorization to charge Deposit Account 
No. 50-0496 for any fee which may be due. 
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